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ID= Iris douglasiana

Cht= Elegia tectorum
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Makkeweks (the Oakness Monster)
Lake Merritt formed naturally as a tidal lagoon with a 600’ inlet to the bay, surrounded by thousands of acres of wetland. Since the Ohlone 

inhabited its shores, the lagoon has been home to a huge variety of sea creatures, including seals and sea lions, otters, leopard sharks and 

bat rays. Sightings of these animals gave rise to stories of sea monsters and mermaids, originating with the Ohlone and persisting into the 

mid-19th century, when the lagoon became too polluted with sewage to support much life. ‘Makkeweks’ is the Ohlone/Rumsen word for 

‘sea monster’.

The Makkeweks sculpture is an homage to Lake Merritt’s restoration and a harkening of the return of native fauna. Borrowing traits from 

the bat ray, leopard shark, pipe fish and goby, Makkeweks is a sea monster, perhaps as imagined by the Ohlone or by early European 

settlers, or by future generations upon glimpsing a mysterious fin or hump rising from the estuary. 

The Makkeweks will be an unexpected discovery to pedestrians, attracting viewers from all directions on paths connecting to the Lake, the 

Promenade and the lower part of Snow Park. 

The sculpture also makes subtle reference to the history of Snow Park as the site of the original Oakland Zoo, where naturalist Henry Snow 

displayed the exotic trophies from his hunting expeditions in the 1920s. 
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Interpretive signage
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Bioretention, note curb cuts
Standard landscaping
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Vegetation maintenance
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Hordeum brachyantherum

Meadow barley 

(native, found in wet meadows)


